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DIOCESE OF ARUNDEL AND BRIGHTON
Collective Worship: Advent

Springboard ideas for 
prayer and worship in the classroom
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	Gather

	Sing “He came down” by Marty Haugen
From album “Welcome the child” available from www.decanimusic.co.uk or download from Amazon

	Word of God

	Listen to child’s version of Annunciation
Eg Toddler Bible or Lion Children’s bible

	Response to the Word 

May include symbolic action, silence, prayer


	Short Silence 

Light a candle on the Advent wreath
Children stick prepared card candle onto paper plate wreath.

How can we get ready for baby Jesus Birthday?


	Go forth- Mission


	At home tell someone the story of the Angel Gabriel and Mary.




	Gather

	Sitting in a circle on the floor next to their “candles”
Sign of the cross
Light 1st Candle on Advent wreath



	Word of God

	Listen to child’s version of Annunciation



	Response to the Word 

May include symbolic action, silence, prayer


	Turn lights off. Focus for 30 seconds on candle – sit quietly “What can you hear?”
We can listen like Mary. Children lay their candles on the Advent focal point. 
Sing “ Stay Awake, be ready” 
CJM Rejoice and Sing Album 1


	Go forth- Mission


	Give somebody a nice message today. What can we say? Take a message home.

When you get home today tell your message. Take your candle of hope home to share with your family.


Possibly repeat this Collective Worship each week changing reading and adding candles each week
Week 2: Peace       Week 3: Joy       Week 4: Love 

	Gather

	Sing Awake Awake CJM Rejoice and Sing 1
or “Come and join the circle” 

By Bernadette Farrell, “Share the light” Collection CD

	Word of God

	Read Annunciation story

	Response to the Word 

May include symbolic action, silence, prayer


	Quietly think about the story 
Re- order the pictures on the focus area to retell the story.

One child places straw in basket to symbolise getting ready.

Sit quietly and think about the story.

What act of kindness can we do for someone today as our “yes” to God. 
(We are saying yes to loving God by loving one another)


	Go forth- Mission
	Take home a “yes” card to remind you of your Advent promise.



	Gather
	 Dim lights Gather in a circle around focus, Singing Come Lord Jesus

	Word of God

	Listen to the Nativity story 
( eg My First Bible or Toddler Bible)
Think about the Story in your heart. Quiet time 30 sec- 1min

	Response to the Word 

May include symbolic action, silence, prayer 

	What gifts did baby Jesus receive?
What gift could you give to Jesus- not a wrapped up present but do something kind be helpful etc

Think about the gift you will give to Jesus and place your present on the focus (play CD music)

	Go Forth (Mission)
	All sing “ Away in a Manger”



	Gather
	Sing “ Come Lord Jesus, come again” ( 9 Songs of Spirit) Verses 3 ( Prince of Peace) and 6 ( Light of the World)  or “Stay Awake be ready” Vs 3 or “Rejoice in the Lord Always” ( 590 Lit Hon)

	Word of God
	 Read Matthew 11: (2-11) ( simplified)
Silent pause

	Respond
	Some people in our world today are sad because they are hungry or poor . All the children in these photos need something. What do they need? These are the poor and the hungry people in our world today.  Who helped with operation Christmas Child? Why are we sending boxes of presents to them? John the Baptist tells us that when Jesus comes he will bring good news for everyone. Because we are followers of Jesus it’s our job to care and to share for everyone. Think of someone you would like to help. When you are ready put your coat on the focus area as a sign that you want to help someone this Advent. ( play wordless music whilst this is done)  

	Go Forth
	Can you share your toys, books, pencils with others? What can you share at home this week or in school?
Take your card coat home and stick it on the fridge to remind you to share this week at home.



	Gather

	Light a candle
Sign of the cross:  Say Hail Mary

	Word

	Listen to Luke 1: 39 -44    Visitation

	Response to the Word 

May include symbolic action, silence, prayer


	Mary is waiting for Jesus her son to be born. How have you been getting ready for the birth of Jesus? 
Silence for 30 sec

Take a pebble in your hand, hold it and remember what you have been doing for Advent. As the music plays take it in turns to place your pebble on the purple cloth. Let us together make a pathway to Jesus manger. Play Magnificat softly in background as children make a path.


	Go forth- Mission


	We have made our path towards Jesus crib. We need to continue our journey towards Christmas, helping each other along the way. Just like Mary we are happy that Jesus will soon be here. What can you do to spread this happiness and joy today?



	Gather
	Gather in silence into circle- quieten hearts/minds for prayer

Sign of Cross say together Hail Mary- just an ordinary Jewish girl – called by God

Pass basket of pebbles round circle- put it on floor in front of you.

	Word of God
	Listen for your special word

Visitation: Luke 39-44
Short Silence followed by reflection ( possible ideas on next page)
Listen to “Mary did you know” by Greene sung by Clay Aiken (downloaded from Amazon MP3 for 89p) 

	Response to the Word
	How did Mary feel on the journey?
What would she be thinking?

Mary said yes to God trusting him completely. How can we show we are prepared to say “yes” to God this Advent?
When you are ready take your pebble and feel its shape, how hard it is, just like the hard times Mary had to cope with. Read the word on it. Make up a prayer in your heart then when you are ready, place your pebble in a circle around the focus as a sign that you are willing, like Mary, to say yes to God even when its hard to do so. 

	Go Forth
	Sing Magnificat, Magnificat let my soul (by Matthew Plant)

Or Magnificat to tune Amazing Grace(491 Lit Hymns Old New)

Or Magnificat ( CJM Before the Lord CD) or Taize setting? 



Word of God: Luke 1:39-44

Good News Translation (GNT)

Mary Visits Elizabeth
39 Soon afterward Mary got ready and hurried off to a town in the hill country of Judea.40 She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby moved within her. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and said in a loud voice, “You are the most blessed of all women, and blessed is the child you will bear!43 Why should this great thing happen to me, that my Lord's mother comes to visit me?44 For as soon as I heard your greeting, the baby within me jumped with gladness.       Pause
Reflection: ( looking at your special stone)
hurried-  who can we hurry to help today?

greeting- who can we speak kindly to? Do our words comfort and lift others or do we 
               make others sad?     say unkind things?

Holy Spirit- When do we trust the Holy Spirit to guide us ? Do we ask God to help us 
                 make decisions? Do we ask the Spirit to help us forgive someone who has                                                                   hurt us? 

blessed- How are you blest? Who loves you and cares for you? Who are your friends?

gladness- Do we say thank you to God for our blessings everyday?

These are all ways of saying "yes" to God,

  by living in his love and trusting him to give us strength to be good followers of Jesus

	Gather
	Reflective music and soft lighting as children enter the room. Sit in a circle around focus. Invite children to stillness- quieten hearts/minds Concentrate on breathing – in and out slowly-calmly

	Word of God
	The Promise God made to Zechariah 

Luke 1:5-24 
Silent pause. 

	Response to the Word
	Zechariah was a man with deep faith but he still found it hard to trust God. Why did he find it hard to trust God’s messenger?

Who do you trust? Why can you trust them? Write their name on the gift tag. Say thank you in your hearts for them. When you are ready hang your gift card on the prayer tree. ( play reflective CD whilst this is happening). We can trust God always because God is love.

	Go Forth
	Let us pray:

God our Father we pray for the strength to trust you always, even when it is hard to do so. Help us to know you are with us always. Sing “Walk with me O my Lord” ( Laudate 966) ( Lit Hon 706)  Verses 1 and 2 only.or Though the Mts may fall ( Laudate785 or Lit Hon688)



	Gather
	Children gather in a circle around the focus and sit quietly. Pass the small bowl of water around the circle inviting the children to bless themselves with the water. Recall our baptismal calling to follow Jesus- Father Son and Spirit.

	Word of God
	Matthew 3: 1-6 John the Baptist

Silence- what word or phrase struck you?

	Response to the Word
	How do we “make his path straight”?                         What are the “pot holes” in our lives?                         Think of just one sin (pot hole) that you want to say sorry for- give it to God as we say “ Act of contrition...”

Take your flower and write on the inside one act of kindness that you promise to do to make it up to someone. Let’s “fill in “that pot hole and help make a straight path for Jesus coming this Christmas. Invite the children to float their flowers on the bowls of water. ...and watch what happens to them !  (play reflective music whilst this happens) Follow with a few moments of stillness and silence.

	Go Forth
	The flowers show us that as we give our failings and shortcomings to God he fills us up with grace and our hearts open up and blossom before him as we become more truly the people he created us to be. We become stronger followers of Jesus. Let us Thank God for his love and forgiveness and celebrate with a sign of peace.


Step 1: Take a square of paper 8cm x 8cm 
Ideally coloured on the back, white on the top

(can be all one colour)

Step 2: Fold paper in half and open again


Step 3: Fold paper in half again and open again
Step 4: Fold each corner into the centre

of the square to create your flower.                        

The flaps can be opened to write inside and
folded down again to create the flower.
Flowers should be floated on water with 

flaps uppermost.....watch what happens as
they float.



	Gather
	The children sit in a circle around the focus and watch the DVD clip “ I want” by CJM (A long list of Christmas Presents asked for today by many children- a light hearted fun presentation of an everyday reality) 

Then in contrast scroll slowly through images on PP of Children in need “ I need shelter”,... I need water etc  ( play reflective music whilst images are shown)

	Word of God
	Luke 3: 10-16  John the Baptist- Living as disciples
Silence: 

Reflect what word stood out for you? 

What is our job as disciples?

 Baptism is only the start of our journey in faith the Holy Spirit helps us live our baptismal calling to live our faith, to love and care and share with those in need.

	Response 

to the Word
	Jesus cared for the marginalised. What can you do to show those around you that you care for them?
Pass the basket round- everyone takes a card and unfolds it to see the secret name hidden inside. This  Advent you are going to be a “ Secret Buddy” to the child named on your card. Throughout Advent you are to look out for them, give them a smile, help them, share with them, do a small act of kindness for them, or include them in your games. In a moment of silence decide what secret thing you will do for them today.

	Go Forth
	Sing Holy Child within the Manger( Laudate 148) or ( 89p Amazon MP3 download ) or City of God ( Laudate 824) (154 Lit HON)



	Gather
	Children bring their Advent promises on a hand shaped card “I am ready for Jesus....
Purple voile to wrap around the children in a circle to create an Advent Wreath with soft music to give them a sense of quietness and gathering in silence. Once sitting down light the Advent Candle

	Word of God
	Isaiah 2:2-5
Stand- read vs 2
children raise their hands above their heads (holding voile) 

Read vs 3-4 
children move together into centre of the circle (let us go)

Read vs 5 
children walk clockwise and stop and sit once more in circle formation.

Stillness- Quiet time

	Response to the Word
	Listen in your heart to the spirit- how can you follow Gods ways and walk his paths?

Bring your Advent promises to the centre of the circle and place upon the large “ Holy Spirit dove” on the focus area as a sign of your decision to follow Gods path. (use reflective music whilst this is happening.

	Go Forth
	 Sing “ Stay awake be ready “ Chris Walker ( Words in Appendix) as they one by one leave the voile on the carpet and return to their class places- singing as they go.



	Gather
	Children gather in a circle in a darkened room.

Sing “Longing for light” –Words on PP with accompanying images of injustices around our world. During the last verse and chorus children take it in turns to light a tee light and return to the circle. Moment of silence after the song- stillness- focusing upon the light. 

	Word of God
	Read Philippians 4: 4-7
Stillness and silence for a few moments

What word stood out for you?

	Response      to the Word
	Let your tolerance be evident- pray for everything you need
What injustices/needs do we see in our world? 

How can we help?

Take a footprint and write a prayer for justice and peace in our world.

Place your foot print on the focus area leading towards the light. ( play wordless reflective music during this action)

	Go Forth
	Would anyone like to share their prayer?
As a sign of our willingness to bring justice and peace to everyone let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All sing “ Holy child within the manger” ( 148 Laudate) or 89p Amazon download- word in appendix)



	Gather
	Sing “Awake, Awake” as children gather in a circle around the Advent Wreath & focus area. Light the pink candle.

Moment of stillness- prepare our hearts for prayer

	Word of God
	Read Luke 3: 10-18 

Silence

What must we do? 

	Response to the Word
	On your paper write an injustice in our school/ or in our homes/or in our world.
Crumple the paper up and place it in the basket- passed around circle.( playing reflective music as this is completed)

Pass the basket round the opposite direction asking children to each take a crumpled paper open it out and read the injustice. How can you/we respond to this need? Pray in your heart for this intention.

Would anyone like to share their response with the group? After some sharing, gather our prayers together and give them to God. 

	Go Forth
	During the day remember to pause, take a moment to say a prayer from your heart for someone in need today.


Appendix
Advent: Week One

Stay awake, be ready.

You do not know the hour

when the Lord is coming.

Stay awake, be ready,

The Lord is coming soon,

Alleluia, Alleluia,

the Lord is coming soon.

Advent : Week Two

Change your lives, he’s coming.

The one who will baptise

 with the Holy Spirit.

Change your lives, he’s coming.

The Lord is coming soon,

Alleluia, Alleluia,

the Lord is coming soon

Advent : Week Three

Change your lives, he’s coming.

The one who is the light

of the world is coming.

Change your lives he’s coming.

The reign of God is near!

Alleluia, Alleluia,

the Lord is coming soon.

Advent : Week 4

By the power of the Spirit

Mary will give birth

to a son called Jesus.

By the pow’r of the Spirit

Emmanuel is near!  

By Christopher Walker: Calamus 0874

Awake, Awake!

For the Lord is coming,

Awake, Awake!

There’s no time to sleep

Awake, Awake!

For the Lord is coming

The King is coming in glory.

All over the world

People are working

Working for peace

And the promise of new life.

By CJM Music © Calamus 0874

He came down that we may have love

He came down that we may have love

He came down that we may have love

Alleluia forever more.


vs2 

He came down that we may have peace


vs3 

He came down that we may have hope

vs4

He came down that we may have joy

A West African Christmas Carol (C) Calamus 0874
Holy Child within the manger 

long ago yet ever near;

Come as friend to ev'ry stranger, 

come as hope for ev'ry fear.

As you lived to heal the broken, 

greet the outcast, free the bound.

As you taught us, love unspoken,

teach us now where you are found.

vs 2 
Once again we tell the story,

how your love for us was shown.

When the image of your glory

wore an image like our own.

Come enlighten with your wisdom,

Come and fill us with your grace. 

May the fire of your compassion,

kindle ev'ry land and race.
vs 3.
 Holy Child within the manger,

lead us ever in your way.

So we see in ev'ry stranger 

how you come to us today.

In our lives and in our living

give us strength to live as you, 

that our hearts might be forgiving

and our spirits strong and true. 
by Marty Haugen (C) Calamus 0874

There is a Longing
Refrain: 
There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us.

There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God.
1. For justice, for freedom, for mercy: hear our prayer.

In sorrow, in grief: be near, hear our prayer, O God.


Refrain:
2. For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: hear our prayer.

In weakness, in fear: be near, hear our prayer, O God. 

Refrain:
3. For healing, for wholeness, for new life: hear our prayer.

In sickness, in death: be near, hear our prayer, O God.  

Refrain:
4. Lord save us, take pity, light in our darkness.

We call you, we wait: be near, hear our prayer, O God.

Refrain:
      by Anne Quigley (c) Calamus 0874 Laudate 941   
Preparation Central Focus: purple cloth, an Advent wreath, open children’s bible- Annunciation story.


Prior to prayer every child makes an Advent wreath out of paper plate- card candles ready to stick on (Pritt stick)





Advent Week 1


Year FS


Theme: 


Getting Ready








Advent Week 1


Year FS


Theme: Hope








Preparation: Every child has prepared a cardboard candle with word “Hope” on front.   Focus: Purple cloth, Advent Wreath. Bible, pictures of Mary and Angel Gabriel. Crib figures of Mary and Angel Gabriel, Open bible-Annunciation

















Advent


Year1 / 2


Theme: Saying “Yes” to God








Preparation: Photos/pictures telling Story of Annunciation in stages. (See Appendix)


Focus: Purple cloth, basket/crib – filled with straw, open bible, candle Photos of Mary and Gabriel 


Cards with word “Yes” on them (for each child)














Preparation: Sing “ Come Lord Jesus” (Laudate 989 or Lit Hymns Old New 743) “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Come Lord Jesus, Come again” (repeat Taize style) Nativity scene, open bible, Purple and White Cloths ( Advent and Christmas) Every child has a coloured card “present” (coloured earlier), Cd music eg Away in a manger 











Advent 


FS    


Theme: Gifts 





Advent  3


Yr 1 / 2


Theme: Joy through Sharing





Preparation: Focus : Purple cloth, rose pink candle on Wreath, open bible, “Prepare his way” (CJM Rejoice and Sing CD) a Child’s coat, Operation Christmas child box (open to show gifts) Photos of “poor- lame-hungry “in our world today  Every child will hold a small cardboard coat and bring it into the circle





Advent 4


Year 1/2


Theme:


Waiting








Preparation:   Darken Classroom : Lights out, curtains closed: For symbolic action use CJM Music “ Magnificat”( from Album “Before the Lord” or from Amazon MP3for 89p)


Central Focus :  purple cloth, candle,  empty stable, basket of pebbles ( one each child) , open bible.











Preparation: Prepare one pebble for each child each with a word “blessed”, “Holy Spirit” etc taken from Luke 1:39-44 ( see sheet below) CD “Mary did you know” sung by Clay Aiken (downloaded from Amazon MP3 for 89p) Focus: Purple cloth Advent Wreath, open bible, picture of Mary as a young Jewish girl (enclosed with resource)  





Advent  4


Yr 3 /4 


(or Yr 5/6)       


Theme: Yes


Mary/Trust 





 Before Collective worship time prepare one stone for every child with one word painted (or use felt tip?)   


hurried     greeting     Holy Spirit     blessed     gladness








Preparation:  Purple Cloth, open bible, Advent Wreath  and Prayer Tree. Reflective music CD Prior to Collective worship give each child a blank Gift Tag (Can be made of plain card or paper with sting or ribbon already tied in a loop at one end. CD of reflective music.  





Advent 


Yr 3 / 4


Theme: Trust





Preparation: every child brings to prayer a small square piece of paper 8cm x 8cm square and a pencil. Reflective CD music ( see notes on following page)


Focus: Purple cloths, Candle (or Advent Wreath), open bible, four large bowls of water more than half full and one small bowl of water( less than a quarter full) placed around the candle on the cloth





Advent 3


Yr 3 / 4


Theme: 


Rejoicing








How to create prayer flowers





Preparation: Video clip from YouTube found by  Googling “ I want” by CJM . Also from Google images select pictures on PowerPoint of children who are homeless, hungry, thirsty lonely, sick etc 


A basket containing small cards each containing one name of every child in the class. 


Focus : Purple cloth, candle, open bible reflective wordless music and either “Holy Child within the manger” or” City of God” (Awake from your slumber)





Advent 3 


Year 5 


Theme: 


The Kingdom is announced to the humble.











Advent 1


Yr 5





Theme: Stay Awake





Preparation: Every child prepares a handprint with the words “ I am helping Jesus by.....” A long strip of Voile in purple or lilac colour to wrap around the children 


Focus: Purple cloth, Advent Wreath, open bible, a large shape of the Holy Spirit/dove 


Sing “Come, let us go” CJM Rejoice and Sing Vol 1 








Advent 3


Year 6


Theme: Longing for Light





Preparation: Select images illustrating injustices around the world, also include playground examples. Cut out one foot print per child.


Focus: Purple cloths, Advent Candle, and Tee lights in glass holders, one for each child placed in a circle around the central candle.





Preparation: Soft paper squares a pencil for every child


Focus: Purple cloths, Advent Wreath, open bible, empty basket 


Music- soft wordless music, Awake Awake CJM Rejoice and sing 1





Advent 3


Yr 6


Theme:


Healing and Wholeness








2

