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THIS LONDON EYE MYSTERY
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BELONGS TO:
What has happened to Salim?

My theories:
A character profile of Ted
Dear Faith (that’s my mum),

I want to make up.  I am sorry we argued last time I visited.  Salim and I are about to move to New York City, where I have been offered a job as an art curator. Please can we come and stay with you for one or two nights in the half-term holiday on our way to the airport? I know your house is small but we can squeeze in somehow. Salim says he can sleep on the ironing board.

Darling, dearest Faith,

I’m sorry not to have been in touch more. Life has been horribly hectic and the years have flown by like so many swallows in the sky. I really regret how we argued last time. It has been eating away at my soul. I can hardly remember now what it was all about, but I was a total mess then, having just split up with Salim’s dad and not yet having discovered Transcendental Meditation. I am much more centred now.

I have some exciting news. I’ve been offered a high-powered job as an art curator in New York. Isn’t that fabulous? Salim and I have decided to go for it. Salim is thirteen now and very grown up. He is not happy at school here. He has only one friend, who’s half Asian like him, and the other boys pick on them. So it’s the Big Apple for us, a big exciting adventure in our fascinating voyage through life. Can we drop past your place on the way? Just for a night or two darling? I know your house is small, but Salim is dead keen to meet his cousins again.  He says he can sleep on the ironing board!

You are Ted and have found out that Aunt Gloria and her son Salim are coming to stay at your house.  

How do you feel about it? 

Write down your thoughts in your diary.

Dear Diary,

Record of Interview with Mrs Gloria…
Date:

Time:

Place:
Those present:
Code of Emotions
	1. lips up, loads of teeth showing


	
	very amused

	2. Lips up, no teeth showing


	
	slightly amused

	3. Lips pressed together, slightly turned down


	
	not amused, slightly cross, or else puzzled (hard to tell which)

	4. Lips pressed together, eyes scrunched up at the same time
	
	very displeased, angry

	5. Lips round like an O and eyes wide open


	
	startled, surprised

	     6.


	
	

	    7.


	
	


Ted’s Theories to explain Salim’s disappearance:

.

	Ted’s Theory
	What Kat thinks
	My Opinion


	1. Salim hid in the pod (under the seat, maybe) and went round three or more times, getting out when we’d given up 

looking. 


	Just possible. Worth checking out
	

	2. Ted’s watch went wrong.  Salim got out of his pod when we weren’t there to meet him.
	Unlikely. Just checked Salim’s watch.  23.43. His alarm clock says same.  It’s keeping perfect time.  Ted says he checked it five times against Big Ben while we were out today.


	

	3. Salim got out of his pod but we missed him somehow by accident and he didn’t see us either.  What parents, police think. 


	But we think only a 2% chance.  We both kept a lookout on everybody that came out and there were never many people at once.  Salim would have had to miss us too, unless…)

	

	4. Salim either deliberately avoided us or was suffering from amnesia (memory loss)  This theory means he must either have wanted to run away or was perhaps knocked on the head and somehow forgot about us.


	But we were standing there, looking at everybody as they came off, and we still don’t know how we’d have missed him even if he didn’t want us to see him, or forgot what we looked like.  So really as unlikely as 3.
	

	5. Salim spontaneously combusted.  
	I’ve never heard of this, but Ted seems to think people sometimes vanish into a puff of smoke.  He says it’s a rare but documented phenomenon, and works like local thunderstorms.  Huh. Not likely. Hardly counts.


	

	6. Salim emerged from the pod in disguise.
	Possible, but going by the other people who got out of the pd – the Japanese tourist, women, tiny children etc. – highly improbable.  ?the person who looked most like Salim was the boyfriend of the girl in the pink jacket.  But he was plumper, with a much fuller face.  Definitely not Salim.   Anyway, how would he have changed clothes without anybody in the tiny pod noticing?


	

	7. Salim went into a time-warp.  He could be stranded in another time or even a parallel universe.


	Probability factor zero, as with theory 5.
	

	8. Salim emerged from the pod hiding beneath somebody else’s clothes.


	Can Ted hid in my clothes without mum noticing!  I don’t think so.  But we can try.
	

	9.


	
	


The Main Events (plot points) in the story








Figures of Speech

	Page

	Figure of speech     
	What I think it means   
	What it actually means

	5
	a handful
	
	

	
	larger than life


	
	

	7
	he looked ‘the spit’ of Stan
	
	

	9
	Kat was AWOL… absent without leave
	
	

	9 
	She’s (Kat) going off the rails
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