
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

‘First let me say that if war is declared, any man who wishes to leave the expedition to serve his 

country is free to do so. It is clear to me where our first duty lies, and this morning I telegraphed the 

First Lord of the Admiralty and put our ship, and every one of us, at his disposal. We now await his 

decision. I hope you will forgive me, but I particularly asked that if he saw fit to employ us in the 

service of our country, that might he allow us to stay together, perhaps aboard a destroyer. I did this 

because I can honestly think of no finer group of men with whom to serve.’ 

 

[reading the telegram]  

Decision  From Winston Churchill. “There's only one word;  ‘Proceed!’” 

Advertisement: 

‘Men Wanted: For hazardous journey. Small wages, bitter cold, long months of complete darkness, 

constant danger, safe return doubtful. Honour and recognition in case of success.’ 

 

I seemed to vow to myself 

that someday I would go to 

the region of ice and snow 

and go on and on till I came 

to one of the poles of the 

earth, the end of the axis 

upon which this great round 

ball turns. 

 

 

Difficulties are just 

things to overcome, 

after all. 

 

After months of want 

and hunger, we suddenly 

found ourselves able to 

have meals fit for the 

gods, and with appetites 

the gods might have 

envied. 

 

I called to the other men 

that the sky was clearing, 

and then a moment later I 

realized that what I had 

seen was not a rift in the 

clouds but the white crest 

of an enormous wave. 

 

The noise resembles the roar of 

heavy, distant surf. Standing on 

the stirring ice one can imagine it 

is disturbed by the breathing and 

tossing of a mighty giant below. 
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