Other Cultures: Suggested Reading List Years 5 and 6

Here is a suggested reading list to help you find new books to read. Remember, if you find a book you enjoy, try another one from the list or try to find another book by the same author.

The school library might not have all the titles on the list; however, you should be able to find them in the local library.

If you would like to recommend a book for this list, give the details to your Reading Ambassador.

	Cover
	Synopsis
	Title and Author

	
	
	

	
	Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their
	Esperanza Rising

	
	ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful
	Pam Munoz Ryan

	
	home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and
	

	
	
	

	
	Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to
	

	
	settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready
	

	
	for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she
	

	
	now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must
	

	
	find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life,
	

	
	and her own, depend on it.
	

	
	
	

	
	Mufaro was a happy man. Everyone agreed that his two
	Mufaro’s

	
	daughters were very beautiful. Nyasha was kind and considerate
	Beautiful

	
	as well as beautiful, but everyone -- except Mufaro -- knew that
	Daughters

	
	Manyara was selfish, badtempered, and spoiled.
	John Steptoe

	
	
	

	
	When the king decided to take a wife and invited "The Most
	

	
	Worthy and Beautiful Daughters in the Land" to appear before
	

	
	him, Mufaro declared proudly that only the king could choose
	

	
	between Nyasha and Manyara. Manyara, of course, didn't
	

	
	agree, and set out to make certain that she would be chosen.
	

	
	John Steptoe has created a memorable modem fable of pride
	

	
	going before a fall, in keeping with the moral of the folktale that
	

	
	was his inspiration. He has illustrated it with stunning paintings
	

	
	that glow with the beauty, warmth, and internal vision of the
	

	
	land and people of his ancestors.
	

	
	
	

	
	"Those shackles didn't rob us of being black, son, they robbed us
	The Glory Field

	
	of being human."
	Walter Dean

	
	
	

	
	This is the story of one family. A family whose history saw its
	Myers

	
	
	

	
	first ancestor captured, shackled, and brought to this country
	

	
	from Africa. A family who can still see remnants of the shackles
	

	
	that held some of its members captive -- even today. It is a story
	

	
	of pride, determination, struggle, and love. And of the piece of
	

	
	the land that holds them together throughout it all.
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Other Cultures: Suggested Reading List Years 5 and 6


Hannah dreads going to her family's Passover Seder—she's tired of hearing her relatives talk about the past. But when she opens the front door to symbolically welcome the prophet Elijah, she's transported to a Polish village in the year 1942. Why is she there, and who is this "Chaya" that everyone seems to think she is? Just as she begins to unravel the mystery, Nazi soldiers come to take everyone in the village away. And only Hannah knows the unspeakable horrors that await. A critically acclaimed novel from multi-award-winning author Jane Yolen.



The Devil’s

Arithmetic

Jane Yolen

