Adventure and Mystery: Suggested Reading List Years 5 and 6

Here is a suggested reading list to help you find new books to read. Remember, if you find a book you enjoy, try another one from the list or try to find another book by the same author.

The school library might not have all the titles on the list; however, you should be able to find them in the local library.

If you would like to recommend a book for this list, give the details to your class Reading Ambassador.

	Cover
	Synopsis
	Title/Author

	
	When a move to a new house coincides with his baby
	Skellig

	
	sister's illness, Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and
	David Almond

	
	uncertain. Then, exploring a ramshackle garage with new-
	

	
	found friend Mina, he finds something magical. A strange
	

	
	creature - part owl, part angel, a being who needs Michael's
	

	
	help if he is to survive.
	

	
	
	

	
	Since the death of his mother, Damian has become
	Millions

	
	obsessed by saints. In order to escape the trappings of the
	Frank Cottrell Boyce

	
	material world, he builds a hermitage out of cardboard
	

	
	boxes near the railway line.
	

	
	One night, a bag containing £229,370 falls from the sky and
	

	
	flattens the hermitage. Damian is convinced it is a gift from
	

	
	God, and contemplates with his older brother Anthony the
	

	
	best way to spend it. But with only 17 days left before the
	

	
	national currency switches to Euros and the money
	

	
	becomes worthless, this proves to be much more difficult
	

	
	than they had anticipated...
	

	
	
	

	
	Real witches disguise themselves as lovely ladies, when
	The Witches

	
	secretly they want to squish and squelch all the wretched
	Roald Dahl

	
	children they despise. The Grand High Witch of All the
	

	
	World is the worst of them all - and now she has gathered
	

	
	together all the witches of England for an annual
	

	
	conference at the Hotel Magnificent in Bournemouth to
	

	
	plot to eliminate all children. Luckily, one boy and his
	

	
	grandmother know how to recognise these vile creatures,
	

	
	and have a plan to get rid of them for good...
	

	
	
	

	
	Matilda is not yet five years old, and already she is a very
	Matilda

	
	unusual child. Teaching herself to read, she works her way
	Roald Dahl

	
	through all the books in the children's library and then gets
	

	
	started on the adult section, to the amazement of the
	

	
	librarian. Her narrow minded parents don't notice that they
	

	
	have a genius in their midst - but is soon becomes clear that
	

	
	underestimating Matilda is a big mistake.
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	Resourceful junior reporter Tintin embarks on a series of
	Tintin

	
	exciting international adventures, accompanied by his
	Herge

	
	faithful dog Snowy, in this favourite series. Be sure to look
	

	
	out for other familiar characters such as Captain Haddock,
	

	
	the disaster-prone Thomson twins, and inventor Professor
	

	
	Calculus. Told in zippy comic strip-style, these entertaining,
	

	
	action-packed stories offer much to appeal to young
	

	
	readers. The meticulously-drawn pictures tell much of the
	

	
	story, in combination with a simple and engaging text.
	

	
	
	

	
	This satisfyingly old-fashioned story is set in the early
	Journey to the River

	
	1900s. Orphan Maia is thrilled to learn she is to live with
	Sea

	
	relatives in South America. She cannot wait to experience
	Eva Ibbotson

	
	the sights, sounds and smells of the Amazon and is
	

	
	particularly looking forward to meeting her twin cousins.
	

	
	When Maia arrives, however, the family is far from
	

	
	welcoming and she is saddened to see that they have
	

	
	blocked out all evidence of the rainforest from their stuffy
	

	
	home. Maia turns to her strict yet kindly governess, Miss
	

	
	Minton, for company, and strikes up some unusual and
	

	
	rewarding friendships.
	

	
	Barney is a solitary little boy who often wanders off by
	Stig of the Dump

	
	himself in the countryside. Exploring an old chalk pit, he
	Clive King

	
	finds himself in a cave where he meets a strange boy who
	

	
	wears a rabbit skin and speaks in grunts. His grandparents
	

	
	don't believe Barney when he tells them about his new cave
	

	
	boy friend - but nevertheless, the two enjoy plenty of fun
	

	
	together.
	

	
	
	

	
	Connor's mum has cancer and life is irrevocably,
	A Monster Calls

	
	disturbingly changing. First there is the nightmare, filled
	Patrick Ness

	
	with screaming and falling; then there is school, where
	

	
	people avoid him (not knowing what to say), or persecute
	

	
	him. There is his enforced, combative intimacy with his
	

	
	distant, spiky gran. And then there is the Monster,
	

	
	immense, tree-like, mythic.
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	The Borrowers are tiny people who live in the secret places
	The Borrowers

	
	of old houses - behind the mantlepiece, inside the
	Mary Norton

	
	harpsichord, under the kitchen clock. They borrow
	

	
	everything from humans, existing on the scraps they collect
	

	
	from the homes they live in.
	

	
	Arriety Clock's father, Pod, is an expert borrower, able to
	

	
	scale curtains using a hatpin, and bring back a doll's teacup
	

	
	without breaking it. Girls aren't usually supposed to go
	

	
	borrowing, but Pod makes an exception for Arrietty, who
	

	
	can't wait to explore the house and gardens that lie beyond
	

	
	her cramped home. But when she is at last allowed to
	

	
	accompany Pod on one of his borrowing expeditions,
	

	
	something terrible happens - she is 'seen' by a human boy.
	

	
	It's the summer holidays, and the Walker children -
	Swallows and Amazons

	
	otherwise known as Captain John, Mate Susan, Able-
	Arthur Ransome

	
	Seaman Titty and Ship's Boy Roger - are excited to set sail
	

	
	on their boat Swallow and camp on Wild Cat Island.
	

	
	Exploring their new territory, camping in the open skies,
	

	
	swimming in the lake and fishing for their dinner would be
	

	
	adventure enough - but then they meet two fierce Amazon
	

	
	pirates who challenge them to a war.
	

	
	
	

	
	Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so he is not
	Holes

	
	entirely surprised when a miscarriage of justice sends him
	Louis Sachar

	
	to the Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre in the
	

	
	middle of the Texan desert. There is in fact no lake there at
	

	
	all and not much green either. Stanley soon discovers that
	

	
	his work at the camp will be to dig a deep hole each day,
	

	
	and to report back about anything he finds there. Stanley
	

	
	gets to work - but he soon discovers there's more to the
	

	
	task he's been given than merely an exercise in character-
	

	
	building.
	

	
	
	

	
	An air pilot makes a forced landing deep in the Sahara
	The Little Prince

	
	Desert. There, he makes a mysterious Little Prince, who
	Antoine de Saint-

	
	tells him a series of wise and enchanting stories.
	Exupery

	
	This simple, beautiful fable has captured the imaginations
	

	
	of both adults and children ever since it was first published
	

	
	in the 1940s. Now considered a contemporary classic, it is a
	

	
	book to share and to treasure.
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	Pauline, Petrova and Posy are orphans adopted by eccentric
	Ballet Shoes

	
	fossil collector and explorer Gum ('Great Uncle Matthew').
	Noel Streatfeild

	
	Leaving them in the care of his niece Sylvia, and Nana, her
	

	
	old nurse, at his London home on the Cromwell Road, Gum
	

	
	goes off to continue his exploring, saying he'll be back in
	

	
	five years time. But after five years come and go, and there
	

	
	is no sign of Gum, Sylvia's money begins to run out.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tracy Beaker is a funny, imaginative and articulate ten-year-
	The Story of Tracy

	
	old girl, but she can also be angry, impulsive and a bit
	Beaker

	
	violent too. Tracy lives in a children's home but constantly
	Jacqueline Wilson

	
	hopes that her absent, glamorous mum will come and take
	

	
	her away. One day Cam visits the home, to write a piece on
	

	
	the children. Tracy, being something of a writer herself,
	

	
	resolves to help out. The two form a bond and Tracy begins
	

	
	to wonder if Cam might represent a way out of the home
	

	
	for good.
	

	
	
	

	
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is a 1964 children's book
	Charlie and the

	
	by British author Roald Dahl. The story features the
	Chocolate Factory

	
	adventures of young Charlie Bucket inside the chocolate
	Roald Dahl

	
	factory of eccentric chocolatier Willy Wonka. When Charlie
	

	
	Bucket receives one of the few golden tickets, he is granted
	

	
	entry into the mysterious chocolate factory run by Willy
	

	
	Wonka.
	

	
	
	

	
	It tells of a girl named Alice falling through a rabbit hole into
	Alice in Wonderland

	
	a fantasy world populated by
	Lewis Carroll

	
	peculiar, anthropomorphic creatures. The tale plays
	

	
	with logic, giving the story lasting popularity with adults as
	

	
	well as with children.
	

	
	
	

	
	You’re thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most
	Pig Heart Boy

	
	normal kids don’t need heart transplants.
	Malorie Blackman

	
	So there’s this doctor. He says there’s a chance for you. But
	

	
	he also says it’s experimental, controversial and risky. And
	

	
	it’s never been done before.
	

	
	Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, this is a powerful,
	

	
	thought-provoking story from Malorie Blackman.
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	Book 1 in the Young Bond(tm) series. What does it take to
	Silverfin

	
	become the greatest secret agent the world has ever
	Charlie Higson

	
	known? In this thrilling prequel to the adventures of James
	

	
	Bond, 007, readers meet a young boy whose inquisitive
	

	
	mind and determination set him on a path that will
	

	
	someday take him across the globe, in pursuit of the most
	

	
	dangerous criminals of all time.
	

	
	
	

	
	They told him his uncle died in a car accident. Fourteen-
	Stormbreaker

	
	year-old Alex knows that's a lie and the bullet holes in his
	Anthony Horowitz

	
	uncle's windshield confirm his suspicions. But nothing
	

	
	prepares him for the news that the uncle he always thought
	

	
	he knew was really a spy for MI6 - Britain's top secret
	

	
	intelligence agency. Recruited to find his uncle's killers and
	

	
	complete his final mission, Alex suddenly finds himself
	

	
	caught in a deadly game of cat and mouse.
	

	
	
	



